What to Look for

in a Quality Literacy-Rich Preschool Classroom

Diversity: Children, teachers and materials reflect the cultural, linguistic and ability
diversity of North Carolina. In a classroom of about 15 children, 3 would have identifiable
disabilities. Children and families would come from “all walks of life.”

Inclusion: All children would be able to participate in classroom activities with
adequate supports and adaptations. Make sure that all children can see, hear and use
books, writing instruments and computers. Look and listen for native language use

to help children develop their communication abilities while learning English.

Family participation: Family advisory boards help to create meaningful opportunities
for parent involvement. Programs that offer home visits often report better relationships
with families. Family partnerships equal better outcomes.

Interaction and engagement: All children should be communicating and actively
engaged in meaningful activities throughout the day. Open-ended questions and
comments should predominate; for example, “Tell me about your drawing,”

“How did you name that book?” and “How did you make that book?”

Environmental print: Classrooms are rich in displays of print at children’s

eye level, story books and non-fiction (reference) books in every center, empty food
containers with printed labels, labels for centers in English and in native languages,
menus, maps, recipes, directions, alphabet books and toys, signs, cards, notes

and letters written to children and families, examples of children’s writing

and drawings displayed.

Literate role models: Adults model the use of print by following recipes, completing
and following lists, writing down and posting what children say and do, giving children
written comments on their play, ordering from a menu in the pretend restaurant or
shopping from a list in a pretend grocery store.

Accessible literacy materials: Laminated books, page “fluffers,” adapted crayon
holders, sign language and communication boards/devices can make literacy
materials accessible. Make sure all children can use

literacy-related materials and that they have some

way to communicate while reading, drawing,

writing, telling and acting out stories.

Ongoing observations: Teachers make notes
of what children are doing and saying, keep
samples of children’s writings and drawings
and take pictures/videos of children’s

play in order to document children’s
development over time.

Reading and writing: Do it
everywhere, everyday, all of the
time. Paper, chalk boards, white
boards and accessible writing
instruments are readily
accessible to children in every
center (and outdoors) so that
they can make signs, write notes,
draw pictures about what they
are doing and communicate
messages to others.

For additional information on how to create a literacy
rich environment, please reference THE EARLY LANGUAGE

AND LITERACY OBSERVATION TOOL (THE ELLCO)
at http://www.brookespublishing.com.

References

Dickinson, D. & Tabors, P. (Eds) (2001). Beginning literacy with language: Young children
learning at home and school. Baltimore: Paul H. Brookes.

IRA & NAEYC (1998). Joint Position Statement. Learning to read and write: Developmentally
Appropriate Practices for Young Children. Young Children (54), 30-46.

Koskos, K.,Christie, )., Richgels, D. (March, 2003). The essentials of early literacy instruction.
Young Children (58), 52-60.

McGregor, G. & Vogelsburg, R.T. (1998). Inclusive schooling practices: Pedagogical and
research foundations. Baltimore: Paul H. Brookes.

Miller, P., Fader, L., Vincent, L.). (2000). Preparing early childhood educators to work with
families who have exceptional needs. In New teachers for a new century: The future of early
childhood professional preparation. Washington, DC: National Institute on Early Childhood
Development and Education, U.S. Department of Education.

Odom, S.L. (Ed.) (2002). Widening the circle: Including children with disabilities in preschool
programs. New York: Teachers College Press.

Ostosky, M.M. & Horn, E. (Eds.) (2002). Assessment: Gathering meaningful information.
Monograph Series No. 4. Denver, CO: Sopris West.

Pierce, P. & McWilliam, P. (1993). Emerging literacy and young children with severe speech
and physical impairments; Issues and possible intervention strategies. Topics in Language
Disorders, 13(2) 47-57.

Powell, D. R. (2000). Preparing early childhood professionals to work with families. In New
teachers for a new century: The future of early childhood professional preparation.
Washington, DC: National Institute on Early Childhood Development and Education, U.S.
Department of Education.

Smith, B.)., Miller, P.S., & Bredekamp, S. (1998). Sharing responsibility: DEC-, NAEYC-, and
Vygotsky-based practices for quality inclusion. Young Exceptional Children, 2(1), 11-20.

Snow, C., Burns, S., & Griffiths, P. (Eds.) (1999). Starting out right, a guide to promoting
children’s reading success. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

Turnbull, A.P. & Turnbull, H.R. (2001). Families, professionals, and exceptionality:
Collaborating for empowerment. Des Moines, IA: Merrill Publishing Co.

North Carolina Resources: Model Emergent Literacy Programs on SIPIl, download a brochure
at http://www.ncsip.org/LiteracyRichClassroom.pdf

Compiled by Patsy Pierce, Ph.D., Speech-Language Department, UNC-Chapel Hill

patsy_pierce@med.unc.edu and Bonnie DiLeone, Wake County Public Schools, bdileone@wcpss.net.

Sponsored by:
[ | m PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF NORTH CAROLINA
.Office of School Readiness [NXX 4 State Board of Education

Dr. Carolyn Cobb, Executive Director I— Department of Public Instruction
A d EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN DIVISION

Mary N. Watson, Director

Contact for information or brochures: Kathy Baars, Preschool Programs, kbaars@dpi.state.nc.us

What to Look for

A Guide for Administrators,

Teachers and Families




joAoqe 9y} jJo |je Suijapow S)npy ‘sasensue]

J1ay3o pue ysiSu3 ui sjoquiAs/sainydid/jund ul Siauiejuod ‘siamelp ‘sanjays ‘seale pajaqge)
A)1ea)d pue sy00q apew-p)iyd ‘sainid ay) ur Suiuaddey si yeym Suiqudsap suolded yum saljiwe)
pue ualp)iyd jo sydeiSojoyd H1om 11ay3 Suizeald ajlym pip pue pies uaipjiyd ayl Jeym jo uoiiepip

USYILIM YHM SSURM ‘S3]qqLIDS ‘SSuIMeIP S,udip|iyd 33s pinoys noA — JYIJHMANIAT

(panuwiad J1)
S3Ul]192 pue Sjjem uo ‘239 ‘swaod ‘S191S0d e
(pa111W.13d JI) $009
Heyd A11od e
spuey ysem o0} aouanbas
1291102 JO S1apujwal 10} S|joquAs ainid e

ealy Yysep /woolyjeg

juswade|d 3eas ajedipul 03 239 ‘siaquinu
auoyd ‘sassaippe ‘ualipjiyd Jo SSWeN e
s3s1) A132048 331um 0}
uaip|iyd pue siaydea} Joj sjduad pue taded e
S9jualayald pue spooy
9]110AR) 91e2IpUl 0} USIP]IYD J0) SHeY) e
sAes3 younj uo jnd aq 03 10
sSeq younj s,ualpjiyd uj sjualed woly SAION e
(4ounj 10§ SNUSW J00YIS ‘SNUBN e

ealy Sujjej/oeus

Sand piom 1o/pue uoijedyjdwe yym Suis o}
uaJp]Iyd 104 duoydotdiw 10 dulYdew ) 03IeY| e
u?a.2s 8y}
UO UMOYS SPIOM Y}IM SSUOS JO SOIPIA e
S9JUBP/JUBWIAOW P10IdI ‘SHeYD ,SD}II0ARY,,
ew ‘sSuos a1Im 0} S1adjJew ‘suohesd
‘sj1ouad ‘aaded ‘spieogaym ‘sped Suijup e
SHEYD JUBWNIISUl JUSWDAOIN e
$300(q 3U0S e
19jua) JISn\

SI9}oWoWlIay] e

ade) ‘Sulls ‘s1gIny e

SiyJew ‘suoheld ‘s)puadd e

spieoqdi)d “aded ‘spieoqajym ‘sped SuljLIp e
(saAD3) ‘Ysif ‘srasul)

B2JB 9IUSIIS dY] Ul SW| 0} Paje)al $3009g e
SjuawiIadxa 9JualdS 10 MO)|0} 0}

ua1p)Iyd 104 suoi3dalip ainpid/uapum a)dwis e
seapl ‘syysnoy) ‘seduaiayaid

S.ualp]iyd Sul3da)jas sweidelp pue spey) e

13)Ud) 3IUBIIG

Aejdsip 18A02 y00g e
S9110}S UMO 119U}

pJ10231 0} UaIP|IYd 10} SI19pI0dal ade] e

saweu >00g 3y} Yum pajaqge] ‘ade} uo $3oog e
00g YIed asn pue Ssadde pue
SI9A0D Y} 93S UBI UdIP|IYD |)e Jey} 0S
paAe|dsip s)o0q ainjdid ssajpiom pue Ai3pod

‘uoly-uou ‘syo0q A103s -$300q JO SPUD| ||V e
wayj asn o0}

walsAs pue spied Areiql) 1n0-X23Y) o

19jud) Sujpeay

‘sjusauwiedw A1osuds pue jedisAyd yum uaipjiyd loj paydepe aq pjnoys sjuawnijsul
Suimesp pue Sunjuum pue syoog ‘yssads ySnoiyj ued A3y} Jey) jje Suijedunwwiod
Ajjuanind jou uaip)iyd 1o} seale |je ul pakejdsip ag pjnoys SpIOM pajeId0Sse YHM

sjoquwAs uojjesunwwod pue sain)ld ‘saSenSue) Jualayip }99)j31 PJnNOYS Swa)l pajulld
*JUBWIUOIIAUD Yd-AIeId)) B U] UBIP)IYD ]) 0} d)qe)jieAe Sw) Jo uolje)idwod dAl3sneyxa
-uou e si JsI) S1Y} ‘wooisse)d jooydsaid e uj punoj s393/qo |eUOIJUBAUOD 0} UOI}IPPE U]

ua4p)Iyd 119y} 0}
sajou ul puds 0} syualed 1oy pue sajou
9}1JM 0} UIIP]IYD 10 SIX0( |IeW |BeNPIAIPU| e
S19139] Jadedpues e
s19)n1 ‘adey ‘siaydund dwels
‘siayound ajoy ‘sdi)d 1aded “sjdeis ‘sajdels e
Jlews ‘lew yun( e
sSe} aweu ‘sjaqge) ssalppe
‘sdwej)s agejsod “Aieuoljels ‘sadojanu] e
spieoqdi)) e
y1eyd ‘siaylew ‘suad ‘sjouad Jo Spup| ||y e
1aded jo spup| ||V e
sped yul pue sdwejs 13qqny e
Sjeuwinof e
191UMdA] o
19jund ‘@remyos
A10jei0)dxd 91eidoidde pue 191ndwo) e

19jud) SunUM

salll)iqe pue sagde
‘S91n3)Nd snolieA Jo a)doad/sjjop ainjelul|y e
sus8|s ssalSoud ul YoM e
ade} uo1INeI /UoI1INIISUOD MO]|BA o
wayj} Jo apisul
SI9)eW punos JUdIBYIP YHUM SHYI0|g e
way} uo siajeieyd
) 00gA103S 10 SHGY YUMm sydoig
sw.ey ‘shemysiy
‘s3uip)ing jo sainyid pue $)009g e
S19yJew ‘suoheld ‘s)puad e
19ded ‘spieoqgayym ‘sped Suijlip e
Jaded urejd uj paisanod $)20|g e
(sazis/sadbys Jjp) pieoqpied ‘ade] e

13jua) yaolg

Sup|iom poom 0} pajejal $H00g e
MO0]]0} 0}

ua4p]Iyd 104 SUOI3IIP 34n3did U o

Sidiew ‘suoheld ‘sjdudd e

19ded ‘spieogayym ‘sped Suijip e

19ju’d) SujIOMpPOOM

(513113) ‘spap2 “b*3) sadualadxa sawoy
119Y] wouy uj Suliq uaipjiyd Swall Julid e
(aubjdiip Apjd ‘airow “6°3) S19¥21] e
SapIns uoISIA9)9] ‘siadedsmau ‘sauizeSel) e
suodnod ‘sSeq Suiddoys e
(Subinpjsai ‘podip ‘00z ‘aiffo 3sod “b*a)
$300q S,uaip|iyd pajejas Ajjednjeway] e
S19p]0J 3]} ‘1duIqed Sul)ld
xoqjrew ‘Areuoijels ‘sdwejs ‘sadojaAu e
SpJed jipaln
‘$)00Qg>[29Yd ‘Siddjlew ‘suoheid ‘sjoudd e
1aded ‘spieogayym ‘sped Suijup e
$)00q auoydala] e
way} uo soSo) pue sjage] yum
Ssiaulejuod jpnpoud uayjo pue pooj Aydwy e
spied adidai pue
S$)00(> 002 apeuw pjiyd-pue-1aydes] e

(buidaayasnop)
19jud) Aeyd Jnewe.q

siadwej)s 1aqeyd)e ySnopAeld e
s)sije pue sSunjured

snowey Jo sainyid pue ‘spiedjsod ‘sy00g e
MO0]]0} 0}

Su011s988Nns/suol3dalip painidid/usnlim e
Squwod ‘sjealew Suljau ‘saduods Suiysem
ysip ‘(sadbys ojpjod sp ysns) pooy dn nd

- SJUBWINJISUI 1B |RUOIJUBAUOI-UON e

SIvlew ‘suoheld ‘sjoudd e

1aded ‘spieoganym ‘sped Suijip e

:19jud) AjIAneal) /uy

s309(o1d dojansp o
3ujysiem plig pue ymmous
jueyd 9|1} s329foid 9d3ud19S 100pINO HeYI ©
s1o9load Suipjing 119yl Inoge susis ayew o
Aejd puajaid 119y3 10j SUS|S djew o
0] UIP|IYd 10} X)BYD d|eMapIS
Sulpnpoul ‘syuswniisul Suimelp/3ulyim pue
spieoq yeyd ‘spieoq ayym ‘1aded 9)q1SSaIIY
syuny 1a3uaAeds paindid/usliup e
s080] ‘su8is Ajjeuorydallp 1ayjo pue usis dois e
apisino Sulheld uaip)iyd Suimoys sx00g e
219 A1s11y1 oy aie Aayj jeyl 1o
S31}IAI}DR 100PIN0 JO IDI0YD B d)edIpul 0}
uaipiyd 10} a)qejieAe sjoquAis ainpid e
siyJew ‘qured yim |ases JoopInQ e

S100pINQ

SaLIeUOIIP S,uaIpP|IY)
11em piom/030]/)gY e

(sw.of uapm pup ainjaid)
9INPaYIS WO0ISSe)) e
Sasiwoid pue s9jnl WooISSe]) o
}S9J9]u] JO S)00q painjesd e
Snuaw dJeus pue youni e
speyd aloy) e

ealy Sunaay dnoig

*219 ‘el e uj Jajunod e
Sund ‘saweu 119y} Suijum Aq puodsai
0} uaip|iyd 104 peyd Aeq ayjl jo uonisan,, e
awyi} je1dads e 10j painjeay pliyd 3yl jo
syoejije pajage] Sulhe|dsip wnasniyy s, e
sSu1Suo)aq s,p)1yd yoes 104 9deds pajage] e
sjualed 0}
sajou ‘sainyoid -uoljewuojul Ajjwey o
SJUdAd |e1dads
‘U0 SuPIOM M dJe JeYM -SMIU WOOISSE]) o
paAlLIe aAey Ay}
Jey} 91ed1pul 3SIMIBY10 10 ‘931IMm ‘sainyid
/Saweu 119y} pulj 03 UdIpJIYd 10) BAJR Ul-USIS e

ealy Suljealn

Adeisdyiq uo

L ERLED




